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Supporting and promoting excellence in operational
meteorology and related activities since 1975.   

Dates 2 Remember
March 24 – 27: 7th Annual Climate Prediction Applications 
Science Workshop 
March 27 – 28: 2009 Southeast Severe Storms Symposium
March 28: 7th Annual Great Lakes Meteorology Conference
April 2 – 4: 13th Annual Severe Storms and Doppler Radar 
Conference
April 7-8: 13th Annual Northern Plains Weather Workshop
June 1-5:  23rd AMS Conference on Weather Analysis and 
Forecasting/19th AMS Conference on Numerical Weather 
Prediction. Co-sponsored by the NWA.
June 10-12:  Inland Impacts of Tropical Cyclones Conference
Oct. 17 – 22: 34th NWA Annual Meeting, Norfolk, Va. 
See page 7 or www.nwas.org/events.php for details on these and 
additional Professional Development Opportunities!
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	 In a rollout implementation from April 1 through July 1, 2009, all 
NWS Central Region Weather Forecast Offices (WFOs) will begin using 
a new experimental hail criterion for determining when to issue severe 
thunderstorm warnings.  In an effort to better represent hail that produces 
damage and to reduce user complacency to numerous severe thunderstorm 
warnings for three-quarter inch diameter hail, the WFOs in Central Region 
will use a hail criterion of one inch in diameter or larger as opposed to the 
three-quarter inch criterion referenced above. 
	 This effort is an expansion of a successful experiment conducted in 
the state of Kansas over the last four severe weather seasons where WFOs 
used the 1-inch criterion for severe thunderstorm warnings. Due to the 
overwhelmingly positive response to this change, the entire Central Region 
will test the new criterion with the potential for further expansion across the 
NWS in the future.
	 No change will occur with respect to wind speed and severe thunderstorm 
warnings. Winds equal to or greater than 50 knots (58 mph) will remain the 
threshold. 
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For a product description document of this experiment:
http://products.weather.gov

A map showing affected offices is on-line at:
www.weather.gov/os/notification/resources/CR_WFOS.pdf

A 5-minute informational video can be accessed at:
www.crh.noaa.gov/crh/One_Inch_Hail_Podcast.wmv


