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Summary 

of the 

NWA Remote Sensing Committee Conference Call

Tuesday, April 4, 2006, 2:00-3:00 p.m. EDT

1.  Conference Call Participants: Ken Carey, Gary Ellrod, Ralph Ferraro, Neil Fox, Mike Haas, John Knox, Tom Lee, Wayne MacKenzie, Brian Motta, Craig Nelson, and Jian Zhang

2.  Agenda: 

• Review of actions from our January meeting in Atlanta (Ken)

• Annual NWA award submissions (Tom and Craig)

• Annual meeting special remote sensing session (Ken and Mike)

• Newsletter input (Craig)

• Web page status (Gary)

• Suggestions for annual meeting speakers (Ken)

• Open discussion (All)

3.  Discussion:

a. 
Ken thanked the committee members for all of their many contributions to both the committee and NWA members. Each member then reintroduced himself/herself to everyone on the call.

b. 
We next reviewed the status of action items from our January committee meeting in Atlanta:


(1)  ACTIONS: Ken will create and/or propose slight changes to our committee vision and mission, and will ask for feedback from the committee. Gary will then update our committee web site. STATUS: Complete. A new committee vision and revised committee mission was developed, agreed to and posted on our committee web site.


(2) ACTION: Ralph, with help from Wayne and others on the committee, will explore opportunities where our committee could provide the most value. This will include discussion with the NWA Professional Development Committee (formerly the Training Committee) currently chaired by Scott Reynolds. STATUS: Working. Our committee discussed a lot of suggestions and ideas. The consensus was that focused short articles in the newsletter and posted either on our committee or the NWA web site would be a good start. A smaller subgroup of the committee (Ralph, Wayne, Tom, and Brian) agreed to develop this idea and propose a plan to the committee.

NEW ACTION:  A committee subgroup, led by Ralph, will develop a plan to develop a series of articles on remote sensing training and education that is most beneficial to our constituents. Ralph will ensure coordination with the NWA Professional Development Committee, then ensure publication in the NWA newsletter and on our committee and/or NWA web sites.


(3) ACTION: Ken will contact Theresa Rossi, the 2006 annual meeting chair, to discuss and coordinate a remote sensing committee-sponsored session to be co-chaired by Mike and Ken. STATUS: In progress. Theresa did agree to our request for a special session on “Remote Sensing Applications and Technologies”, and a call for abstracts in this area has been promulgated. Ken suggested that we, as a committee, solicit invited speakers to ensure there are appropriate quantity and quality of oral and poster presenters. Brian suggested that we develop a call for specific topics (e.g., radar, profiler, NPOESS, GOES-R) on remote sensing technologies and applications for our special session.

NEW ACTION: Brian will develop a proposed e-mail/article requesting specific areas of concentration to a target audience so that we ensure maximum participation as part of our special session. Brian will also ensure this e-mail gets disseminated by 1 May since the annual meeting abstracts are due by 1 June. 


(4) ACTION: Ralph will incorporate recent comments from committee members and the NWA Weather Analysis and Forecasting Committee. Ralph will circulate it for a final review, then work through the NWA Council to acquire NWA President approval. Ralph will then ensure appropriate agencies (e.g., NOAA, AMS, DoD, etc.) receive and support this letter. STATUS: In progress. After many opportunities for review and comments from several NWA committees, draft comments were incorporated, and a package requesting NWA Council endorsement and NWA President approval for a GOES-MWS was submitted. We are now waiting on NWA Council and President action.

(5) ACTION: Ken will provide advance notice of the specific day and time for our committee conference. STATUS: Ongoing. This quarterly conference call was announced and held as scheduled. Committee members can expect the next committee call the week of July 10th.

(6) ACTIONS: Please respond to Craig’s monthly request for input for the NWA newsletter published each month. Ken will draft and submit a summary of our planned activities for this year. STATUS: Ongoing. Ken’s newsletter article on our committee meeting highlights will be published in the March NWA newsletter, and Craig has requested and submitted monthly newsletter articles on our behalf.

(7) ACTION: Everyone on the committee needs to ensure our web site stays current and relevant. Please provide recommended web site changes, additions, and corrections to Gary, with a courtesy copy to Ken. STATUS: Ongoing. Gary has continued to do an outstanding job as our committee webmaster. The new vision and mission were uploaded earlier this year, and Ken’s request to upload the new GOES-MWS and remove no longer needed references to “New” web sites was already satisfied.

(8) ACTION: Steve will provide specific updates on radar technology activities to Gary who will post them. STATUS: In progress. Jian volunteered to complete this task on Steve’s behalf.

NEW ACTION: Jian will develop and provide to Gary the specific radar technology updates required on our committee web site that reflects current radar remote sensing initiatives. 


(9) ACTION: Craig will discuss with Cynthia data available to us on the committee that we could use to help identify and assess remote sensing training needs. Our effort may involve a survey of the membership. STATUS: Complete. Cynthia Nelson provided the results of the most recent NWA survey. Although the survey was not as specific as we would have liked, we were able to review and leverage bits of information from this survey.

c. 
Tom and Craig led a discussion on possible NWA award submissions. Our committee consensus was to support submissions on Gary Ellrod for the NWA T. Theodore Fujita Research Achievement Award, and for Roderick Scofield for the NWA Special Lifetime Achievement Award. Tom will lead the effort to put together the nomination package for Gary, and Craig will lead efforts for Rod.  The committee will assist in reviewing these award packages for completeness and appropriateness.

NEW ACTIONS: Tom and Craig: develop the award package basics, then disseminate to the committee for review and comment; ensure the package gets submitted not later 1 July to the NWA 

d. 
Our last discussion was on nominees for a speaking role at the NWA Annual Meeting. There were several nominees and one topical nomination that were suggested for consideration:

(1) 
Dr. Patrick Michaels

(2) 
Mr. Tom Niziol

(3) 
Mr. Ed Mahoney

(4) 
Mr. David Kristovich

(5) 
Mr. Bob Rauber

(6) 
Operational Weather Forecasting in the Era of Rapid Global Warming

NEW ACTIONS: Except for Dr. Michaels, by 30 April, those who suggested these aforementioned individual or topic, please send Ken a paragraph indicating the affiliation and justification for these individuals being selected a special guest speaker at the annual meeting. Ken will then ensure the NWA leadership is aware of these suggested speakers.

4.  The conference call was adjourned at approximately 3:05 p.m.


